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We Believe the Bible 
Is the Word of God

We believe that the Bible is not just any 
book; instead, we believe it is the Book—the 
Book of God, the Word of God. In Second 
Timothy 3:14-16 the Bible says,  “But contin-
ue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is given by the inspiration of God 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.”

Every writing in the Bible is given by
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the inspiration of God. Look at it closely. 
This Scripture, this Book, is profitable for 
doctrine (explaining to you what you should 
believe), for reproof (showing you how to 
handle problems with people and with your-
self), and for correction (correcting mistakes 
in your life). 

People often say, “I have a revelation, I 
have a revelation!” But if it isn’t according 
to the Word of God, you’d better correct it. 
And there are a lot of specialists going around 
today prophesying over people. Most of it is 
nonsense. God is a gentleman, and if He’s got 
something for you, He’ll tell you. He won’t tell 
your neighbor.

The text continues by stating that the Bi-
ble is profitable “for instruction in righteous-
ness: that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 
Timothy 3: 16b-17). Paul’s speaking about the 
preacher, the man out front, the man leading
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the people. Preachers ought to read that, 
shouldn’t they?

We read in Psalms 119:97-98, “O how I 
love Thy law [the Word of God]; it is my med-
itation all the day. Thou through thy com-
mandments hast made me wiser than mine 
enemies: for they are ever with me.” If you 
study the Word of God, you’ll be the wisest 
person in town. 

The Psalmist continues: “I have more un-
derstanding than all my teachers: for thy tes-
timonies are my meditation.... How sweet are 
thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth!” (verses 99, 103). To 
some of us the Word of God is kind of bitter, 
and that fact says a lot about us. We have to 
keep eating it until it gets sweet!

When I was a boy, most of the great pul-
pits of America had men in them that did not 
believe the Bible was the inspired Word of 
God. They said the Bible was fragmented, that
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it had been translated so many times that 
only God knew what was actually true. They 
said it was even lost at times. Then God 
brought to light the Dead Sea Scrolls! These 
scrolls went back 200 years before the days 
of Jesus. They were hidden in a cave so dry 
they hadn’t even gotten damp. And the one 
book of the Old Testament that was intact 
completely was the one that every critic tried 
to destroy—Isaiah. 

These old scrolls of Isaiah confirmed ev-
erything we already had in our possession. 
Actually, scholars discovered that the King 
James Version of the Bible was 98 percent 
like the ancient texts they pulled out of the 
jar. The unbelievers have now died and gone 
to their own place, like Judas did, and the 
people today know the Bible is true. Every-
body knows it’s true. We believe in the won-
derful Word of God.
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How We Got Our Bible
In the Bible, we see God desiring to show 

humanity the way of truth and salvation. It is 
the roadmap, the only roadmap, that shows 
us how to get to heaven. You ask, “How did 
we get the Bible?” The answer is found in Sec-
ond Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” As every man wrote a 
part of the Bible, the Holy Ghost was surging 
through him at that moment.

How did they keep errors out of the Bible? 
In John 16:13 it says, “When he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but what-
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will show you things to come.” The Spirit 
of Truth guided those prophets of old so they 
did not write erroneously, but they wrote as 
they were moved on by God.

Peter said this in Second Peter 1:21. “For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will
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of man, but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Oh, how we 
love our Bible.

We broadcast into Russia from the Philip-
pines when we were living there a number of 
years ago. We quickly began to receive letters 
back from the listeners in Russia. We had to 
study those letters because they didn’t mean 
much in their initial reading. You see, the 
writers had to get those letters past the Com-
munist spies who were reading all the letters 
going out of the country. So, they’d say things 
like this: “The poem that you just read on the 
radio is wonderful. I have written it all down.” 
Naturally, the Communists thought the peo-
ple were hearing poems on the radio. What 
those people actually did was write down 
the whole Bible. They were telling us to keep 
reading those “poems.”

Those poor people of Siberia didn’t have a
Bible, but they did have a shortwave radio. 
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They picked up our signal coming in from the 
Philippines in Russian. They heard the Bible 
read to them, and as it was read, they would 
write it down. You cannot keep the Word of 
God out of a nation!

History of the Writing of the Bible
The Bible covers a period of 1,600 years, 

and it was written by forty different authors 
who came from all walks of life: some were 
kings, some were statesmen, prophets, and 
priests; some were fishermen, some were shep-
herds, some were laborers. Even though forty 
different personalities are evidenced in the 
writings, there are no contradictions from start 
to finish. Isaiah did not see Moses until he got 
to heaven, but their words flowed together.

Bible Inspiration Defined
First, let’s consider what Bible inspiration 

is not. It is not human inspiration or ecstasy 
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of the human mind. It is not human genius or 
ability. It is not a verbal dictation. 

So what does the Bible mean when it says 
that “all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God”? Inspiration means that it was “God-
breathed.” In other words, God is the source 
of the Bible, even though He used human be-
ings to do the writing. 

Let me tell you the importance of the Bible 
in my own life. I had been in bed for five or 
six months with tuberculosis when I received 
the call of God to preach. I was so ill that I 
only weighed 63 pounds. I was just a little 
heap of bones with some skin on them. You 
could count my ribs. I spit up blood everyday, 
coughing it up into a pan. I was dying. But 
God healed me in one night! I went to bed, 
saw a vision from the Lord, and got healed. At 
that moment, I promised the Lord I’d preach.
Three weeks later, He said, “You promised 
you would preach. Do it!” I said, “Yes, Lord.”
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Being seventeen years of age, I thought I  
had to ask my father for permission to go 
preach. My father was a sinner, so he cursed 
me violently. He was so angry with me that 
he would rather I be dead than be a preacher. 
I went to my room and fell on my face trem-
bling like a child. While lying there trembling, 
God said, “Read Isaiah 41:10.” I didn’t know 
what this passage said, but I knew God want-
ed to speak to me out of His Word. I opened 
my Bible and read, “Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: 
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteousness.” I laughed out loud in joy.

Over fifty years have passed since I got that 
word, and I haven’t had any fear since then. 
I’ve lived in perfect ease, perfect peace, and 
perfect joy. The Lord just went down inside 
of me and pulled that mess of fear right out of 
me, and suddenly I wasn’t afraid of anybody.
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Since that time, God has ruled my life 
through the Word. When He wanted me to be 
a missionary, He just opened the Word again. 
One verse was all I needed, then away I went. 
When I got to California and had only $12 with 
which to go around the world, He said John 
15:16 is for you: “Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain.” Woo! That’s the Word! I 
hope the Word has been like that to you. 

Six or seven or eight times, in every emer-
gency of my life, it wasn’t an angel that got my 
attention, it was the Word! While in Tibet, I 
had a Chinese bandit walking behind me for 
three hours with a gun to my head. I thought 
every moment I’d die. I asked the Lord, “Have 
I come to Tibet to die?” And God said, “No!” 
Then I said, “Tell that to the Chinese man, 
please!” But He didn’t tell the bandit anything.  
Instead, He said, “You read Revelation 19:6.” 
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I reached into my pocket, pulled out my New 
Testament, and read it. It says, “I heard, as it 
were, the voice of a great multitude, and like 
the voice of many waters, and like the voice of 
mighty peals of thunder, saying, ‘Hallelujah! 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.’”

“Oh, You reigneth,” I said to the Lord. “If 
you reign, then the man behind me doesn’t 
reign over me.” I turned around, laughed in 
his face so hard he dropped his rifle. I put my 
finger to his nose and said, “Now, you tell me 
what you want.” He said, “We want money.” 
Well, we used to carry it in a big box because 
one American dollar is 2500 in Chinese dol-
lars. I said to him, “Take an arm load of it; 
take all you want. Take the box if you want it.” 
Then he said, “We’re hungry.” We had another 
mule that carried food, so I told him to take 
all he wanted. Then I told him to stand aside!
“We’re leaving,” I said. I got on my mule (we 
had seventeen mules in our caravan), and we 
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rode away without a shot.
When we got to the village, the peo-

ple asked us how we escaped. They told us 
that these bandits were killing everybody 
that passed by! “Well,” I said, “I had a Word 
from the Lord. He said He was reigning and 
if He’s reigning, then everything’s going to 
be all right.” That’s what I’m trying to show 
you about the Word of God. God’s Word is so 
forceful, so powerful, so glorious!

Proof That the Bible Is the Word of God
Bible prophecies have been fulfilled in 

perfect and amazing detail, which prove the 
Bible’s inspiration. Some examples include 
the birth of Christ (which goes back to Gene-
sis 3:15), the death of Christ (Isaiah 53:1-12) 
and the Resurrection of Christ (John 2:19). 
Another fulfilled prophecy is the giving of the 
Holy Spirit. This was prophesied in Joel 2:28 
and fulfilled in Acts 2.
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The Power of the Bible Breaks the
Power of Sin

Romans 1:16 says, “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” The Word 
of God is a destroyer of sin. It’s a power. It’s a 
hammer. It’s the power of God.

The Bible Cannot Be Destroyed
In Matthew 5:18 Jesus said, “I say unto 

you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled.”

This Word is so true that not one bit of it 
can ever pass away. A “jot” or “tittle” means a 
crossing of the “t,” the comma and the apos-
trophe. All of it is going to come to pass, 
no matter how small it is! Everything the 
Word of God speaks about is going to come 
to pass; therefore, we must know that we 
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can depend on the Word of God in totality. 
When I’m in trouble, brother, I just dig into 
the Word. It feeds my soul; it directs my life. 

What the Bible Means to Lost Humanity
The Bible reveals the origin, the state, and

the destiny of man. That’s thorough! Genesis 
1:26 says, “And God said, Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth.” That’s 
the origin of man, the state of man, and the 
destiny of man—he is to have dominion.

The Bible reveals God’s provision for ev-
eryone who comes to repentance. John 3:16, 
the golden text of the Bible, says this: “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
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Second Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance.” That’s God’s 
provision for man. You can read that to any 
sinner in the world, and it works.

The Bible reveals the privileges of sonship 
in the Word. John 1:12 states, “As many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” So, you have power to become a 
son of God. 

The Bible also reveals that believers will 
share the glories in heaven. John 14:1-3 says, 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that
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where I am, there ye may be also.” Here is the 
destiny of the Christian.

Romans 8:17 says, “And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may 
be also glorified together.” It would be impos-
sible for us to ever state the fullness of what 
the Bible means and what the Bible can do!

The Conversion of a Brazilian
There’s a preacher in Brazil that I visit-

ed when I was there. I asked him, “How did 
you get saved?” “Well,” he said, “I lived in a 
certain town, and in that town they had no 
Bible store. In fact, I had never seen a Bible 
my whole life. There was a big book in the 
Catholic church, but I didn’t think it was a Bi-
ble. Then, one day a salesman came to town. 
This salesman made a living selling Bibles. He 
would go from town to town selling Bibles. 
He’d buy them for forty cents, sell them for
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sixty, and make a living that way.”
“When he came to my town, he couldn’t 

sell a single Bible. Nobody would buy one. So, 
he gave a man a Bible. The man thanked him, 
but he didn’t know what it meant to have a Bi-
ble. When a priest noticed that the poor man 
had a Bible, he said, “So, this is something the 
Protestants left you; you can’t read that.” And 
he took the book, tore it in two, and threw 
it in the gutter. The man ran away, and the 
priest walked down the street.

“Inside a little store nearby you could buy
five cents worth of peas or five cents worth 
of beans or five cents worth of rice or you 
could buy just one tomato or just one onion 
for five cents. When the store owner saw all 
those pages from the Bible on the ground, he 
went out, picked it up and brought it inside. 
He thought he could use these pages to wrap 
some of his groceries. When you bought five 
cents of beans, he would wrap them in one of
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these sheets. He never read a word of it. And 
if you came back, then he would wrap your 
order in another sheet from the Bible.

“The people began to read the stories on 
the pages. They thought it was very interest-
ing. Soon, the grocery store owner had more 
business than usual. People actually stood in 
line to get another sheet from the Bible. Then, 
one day, he ran out of sheets, and his business 
stopped. Shortly after that, the people with 
the pages circulated a notice around town, 
asking, ‘What pages do you have from the 
Bible?’ Eventually, the people met, bringing 
their pages together. One person would read 
his page, while another would read from his 
page. That’s how I got saved, by hearing the 
reading of these pages from the Bible.”

Later, when the next missionary went 
through that town, there were over 300 of 
them still reading the pages. He had the trunk 
of his car loaded with Bibles, and he gave
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every family there a free Bible. They thought 
they had just gone to heaven! I personally was 
there for the water baptismal service and saw 
those people immersed in water. They had 
stopped all of their idolatry. They had stopped 
all of their adultery, as well. They had read it 
in the Book, and had ceased to sin by reading 
the Book. The Bible is mighty! It is strong. It 
is a living Word! You don’t have to protect the 
Bible. The Bible is a lion. Turn it loose. It will
take care of itself!
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Prayer of Salvation
Lord Jesus I confess I am a sinner and I re-

pent of my sins (stop sinning and turn away from 
my sins). Please forgive me. I accept you as my 
Lord, Master and Savior. I thank you for taking 
my judgment of death for my sin debt, by being 
nailed to the cross and shedding your blood for 
the forgiveness of my sins. I thank you for giving 
me your righteousness. 

With your help I will obey you all the days of 
my life. I will confess you before mankind and will 
not be ashamed of you. Please change me by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and give me your grace 
and love for all people. Show me the plan you 
have for my life and help me to fulfill it. Amen. 

_______________________________
Sign your name

Be sure to (1) read your Bible daily, (2) Pray 
daily, and (3) Attend a Bible-believing church 
consistently. 
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The voice of Dr. Lester Sumrall remains prominent 
in the Christian world today. More than 65 years of 
ministry in over 100 nations made Dr. Sumrall a 
respected source of wisdom and understanding. He 
was an author, teacher, missionary, evangelist, and 
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