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We Believe in Life Eternal

A week ago I heard a rather well known
preacher on the radio, and the things he
taught were not true. I said to myself, “Isn’t
itapity thatheisspending somuchmoney
toteachideasthatarenottrue?” Hehad the
book of Revelation all mixed up; it wasjust
simply pitiful. Listen to me. If we don’thave
our own footings and foundations deep in
God, we can be led astray by some pleasant
looking person whohasa good voice. So, itis
necessary for us to study the Christian foun-
dations that we might know the truth!

InRevelation20:10itsays, “And the devil
that deceived them was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophetare, and shallbe tormented day
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and night for ever and ever.” Now we know
the destiny for the devil, the antichrist (here
heis called the beast), and the main religious
leader during the Great Tribulation (here he
is called the false prophet). It says that they
will all be sent into the lake of fire for ever
and ever!

Verse11 of that same chaptersays, “And I
saw a great white throne, and him that sat on
it, from whose face the earth and the heav-
en fled away; and there was found no place
forthem.” Laterinthebook of Revelationit
says this: “AndIsaw anew heavenand anew
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea.
And IJohn saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, pre-
pared as abride adorned for her husband.
And T'heard a great voice out of heaven say-
ing, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they
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shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God. And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes [the re-
deemed]; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neithershall there
be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away” (Revelation 21:1-4).

We see here that the righteous are des-
tined toeternallifeand tolive in the presence
ofthe Creator of theuniverse —theyshalllive
there with Him forever. And thisismade pos-
sible because of what we call Calvary. Here
the Lord Jesus Christ gave Hislife so you and
I might have eternal life.

On the other hand, the destiny of the
wicked will be an eternal separation from
God. Thisisknown as the second death. At
that moment, the God of love will become
the God of justice! I'd underscore that if I
were you. A lot of people can’tseehow a God
of love can also be a God of justice. That's
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because they don’t understand what love is.
Love is not sentimentality, like some people
think. Loveisbased upon truth and integrity
and honesty;itismore than sentimentalism.

The Promise of Christ

We have the promise of heavenly citi-
zenship from Christ in John 14:1-4. He says,
“Letnot your heartbe troubled: ye believe in
God, believe alsoin me. Inmy Father’shouse
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you.Igoto prepare aplace foryou.
And ifI goand prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that
wherelam, there yemay bealso. And whith-
erIgoyeknow,and theway yeknow.” And so
Hesaid in His Father’shouse are many places
tolive—places for the redeemed in Christ.

Jesus promised, “I'm going to prepare a
place for you.” That means after death Chris-
tians will live with God forever. They should
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have no fear in this matter because Jesus
promised we shall live with God forever.

In Philippians 3:20 it says, “For our con-
versation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Our citizenship is in heaven. We'rejust pass-
ing through the earth for a very short length
of time; our real citizenship is in heaven. Verse
21says, “Whoshallchange ourvilebody, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious
body, according to the working whereby he is
able even to subdue all things under himself.”
The believer has entered into a heavenly citi-
zenship where he shalllive forever with God
after he leaves this world.

Revelation 20:15 says, “And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.” Yourname, I suppose,
is in the book of death when you serve the
devil. But God takes it out of there when you
become a follower of Christ, and He places
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itinthebook oflife. Someday, when westand
before Him, He will open the books and read
tousall that wehave done. Wewouldn'thave
understood thatafew yearsago, butcomput-
ers today can do a million things at one time;
so God can do the same thing as Herecords
all of the details about our life.

Revelation 20:15 says, “And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.” So we see there are two
destinies in the world that is to come. One
eternal destiny is living with God forever be-
cause you believe in Him and you live by His
commands. The other eternal destinyis eternal
desolationifyourefusetoloveandserve God.

Revelation 21:8 says, “But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur-
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.” Here
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the Bible tells us that there will be a second
death and explains who will enter into the
second death. We should know this and
make the effort to tell people that their souls
are in danger, that their future is such that if
they donot come to Christ they will be cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone.

You don’t have to be fearful, you don’t
have to be unbelieving, you don’thave to be
an abomination to God, you don’t have to be
a murderer, you don’thave to live immorally,
you don’t have to be a spiritist and give yourself
over to all kinds of spiritism, youdon’thave to
be an idolater and kneel down to idols, you
don’thavetobealiar. Youcanbebornagain
and gotoheaven! Youdon'thave togotohell.
Nobody, noteven the devil, can make you go
there.It'syour own will that takes you there.

Two Resurrections
Now, because there’ssuch adivergence of
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the two destinies of the human family, there
will also be two resurrections —one for the
righteous, and another for the wicked. John
5:28-29 says, “Marvel not at this: for the hour
is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, And shall come
forth; they thathave done good, unto the res-
urrection oflife;and they thathave doneevil,
unto the resurrection of damnation.” Do you
see it? There are two resurrections. They are
notthesame, and they donottake placeatthe
same time. One will occur at the beginning of
the great tribulation, when there is the resur-
rection of all those people who have died in
Christ. Butthe people whoareevil willnotbe
resurrected untilathousand yearslater.
Revelation20:4-5says, “AndIsaw thrones,
and they that sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them: and I saw the souls
of them that were beheaded for the wit-
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
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which had not worshipped the beast, nei-
ther his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and
theylived and reigned with Christa thousand
years. But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were finished. Thisis
the first resurrection.” The first resurrection is
when God brings forth those people who have
died in Christ or died in God or died in righ-
teousnessordiedintruthanytimefrom Adam
until the time of the rapture of the Church.

Two Judgments

Justasthere aretwotimesofresurrection,
there will alsobe two times of judgment. The
judgment of the righteous will be according
to their works. That’s found in Second Cor-
inthians 5:10: “For we must all appear before
thejudgmentseat of Christ; thatevery one
may receive the things done in his body, ac-
cording to thathe hath done, whether itbe
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good orbad.” Every one of us will be judged
before God forhow he orshehaslived!ITwant
you to know it'll be a fearsome time. You say,
“But this judgment doesn’t have to do with
the destiny of my soul.” That's correct, it does
nothavetodowithyourdestiny. Every oneat
this firstjudgment arebelievers, every one of
them. The only thingit willdoineternityis
give you your place there, and some in eter-
nity will wish they had beenagreaterservant
of the Lord Jesus whileliving here on earth.
Jesussaid itthisway: “Someshallbe over
one city, two cities, or three cities, or five cit-
ies, or ten cities.” In other words, you will be
given a place in eternity that corresponds to
your faithfulness now. Youmight say, “Well,
that little widow over there, she is ignorant
and doesn’t know much and can’t do much.”
But if she is completely faithful in what God
tells her to do, in the next life she won’tbe ig-
norant. And she won'tbe little, either. When
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she getsoverthere, she’llbeas greatasevery-
body else. The Lord will look at her and say,
“You did your best, didn’t you?” “Yes, I did,”
she’ll say.

The Lord may speak to some famous
pastor and say, “You never did half as much
asyou could have done, did you?” And he’ll
say,“No.” Well, Jesus will tellhim, “Then, you
only getahalf reward over here, too.”

And to some evangelist, Jesus will say,
“You took off more time than you were on,
didn’t you?” And he’ll have to admit, “Yes,
that’s true.” The Lord will say to him, “Then,
you only get this much for a reward.”

If God’scalled youtodosomething, you'd
better doit. If you're called to give, give with
all your heart. And if you're called to pray,
pray with all your heart. And if you're called
to go, gowith all your heart. Whatever God’s
designed for you to do, do it. Do it!

Letmesaysomethingrighthere,and don’t
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you ever forget it: If God wants you to do
something, He will make the way for it and
youdon’thavetokeepscreamingatHim. You
don’t have to say, “Oh, God called me to Ko-
rea and I haven’t gotten there yet.” Honey, if
God wantsyouinKorea, He'sgotalotof ways
to get you there. Yousay, “What does it mean
whenI feelled to gobutIdon’t go because
the doors arenotopened?” Youknow whatit
means: Itmeans God wants to know if you're
willing to go. And if you're willing to go, it's
finalized with God. Yousay, “Can you prove
it?” Veryeasily. God told Abraham toofferup
hisson, butthatsonnever died. When God
looked into the purity of hisheart, He said,
“You've already finished it; it's already com-
pleted!” When God tells you to go to Africa,
andyousay,“Yes,Lord, I'llgo!” Hemightsay,
“Don’t go any further; you're close enough.
Everyday you should say, “Lord, Iwill do
whatyouwantmetodo;Iwillbe whatyou
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wantmetobe.” That'swhat He’slooking for
—a willingness.

AsIsaid, there will be two judgments. The
first one will be the judgment seat of Christ.
This is where all believers will stand before
Him. Itdoesnothave to do with your eternal
destiny; ithas to dowith your relationship to
your eternal rewards.

First Corinthians 3:10-15 says, “According
tothe grace of God whichisgivenuntome,
as a wise masterbuilder,  havelaid the foun-
dation, and another buildeth thereon. Butlet
every man take heed how he buildeth there-
upon. For other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now
if any man build upon this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
Every man’sworkshallbe made manifest: for
the day shall declare it, because it shall be re-
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s
workofwhatsortitis.Ifanyman’sworkabide
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which he hath built thereupon, he shall re-
ceive a reward. If any man’s work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

Every man’s work shall be made manifest.
That'swhat the judgment seat of Christis for.
Whatever we’ve done in pride, and whatev-
er wehave doneinselfaggrandizement to
build ourselves up, that, the Bible says, will be
burned. It'll be the wood, hay and stubble. The
fire shall try every man’swork toreveal what
sortitis. WhateverIdo,Imustdoitbecausel
loveyou.Imustdoitbecauselcare.Imustdo
itbecause Jesus commanded it. Andif I don’t
have the right motive in doing it, the Bible
says that will be wood, hay and stubble, and
it will be burned. It could be the same with
thegiving of yourtithes.If youdon'tgiveitin
theright way, that'sburned, yousee.If you're
witnessing with the wrong spirit, it'sburned.
Everything thatisnotdone the way that God
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wantsittobedoneiswood, hayandstubble.

The judgment of the wicked shall not be
there; instead, it will take place at the great
white throne judgment. “And I saw a great
white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;
and there was found no place forthem. And
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and anoth-
erbook was opened, whichis the book of life:
and the dead werejudged out of those things
which were written in the books, according
to their works. And the sea gave up the dead
which wereinit; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according to their works.
And death and hell were cast into the lake of
fire. Thisis the second death. And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was
castintothelake of fire” (Revelation 20:11-15).

Are you seeing it? This is the great white

17



throne judgment. Jesus Christ will be the
judge seated upon this throne. And then the
dead, small and great, shall all stand before
him —not the believers, not the Christians.
Thisisthe wicked dead. And the dead willbe
judged out of those things that God has writ-
ten down in His books. Then, death and hell
shall be cast into the lake of fire.
Letmehelpyouunderstand that.Ifsome-
one were to kill another person tonight, he
wouldn’t be taken to the penitentiary tonight.
He'dbe taken to alocaljail instead. He might
stay there for several months, and then they
would bring him before the judge. At that
time the judge would tell him, “You are guilty;
you killed that person. I'll have to put you in
the penitentiary for therest of your life.”
Whenarighteouspersondies, hegoestobe
with God. The Bible says that tobe absent from
the body is to be in the presence of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8). So,
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whentherighteousdie, they goimmediately
tobe wherever Christis; they’re not sleeping
down in the earth somewhere. You mustn’t
believe that. The dead in Christ go to be with
Christ, and those thatare wicked gotoaplace
of torment —notlater, butas soon as they die.
Then, later, comes thejudgment. Atthattime
unbelievers will know where they belong;
they will realize that they are there for the
simplereason that they did not serve Christ.

Heaven—The Reward of the Righteous
Christ has promised a heavenly reward.
In John 14:2 He promised you a house to live
in. In John 14:3 He promised to have fellow-
ship withyou. And in Revelation 21:4, it says
that when you get with Him, God shall wipe
away all tears from your eyes. There shall
be no death, no sorrow, no crying, neither
shall there be any pain, all the former things
are passed away. That means all sorrow and
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affliction will be banished. It will be gone for-
ever. Iteven saysin this verse that there shall
be no more death. The greatest enemy man
has ever confronted is death, and it shall be
banished by the mighty power of God!

Hell—The Reward of the Wicked

While the righteous will enjoy heaven, the
wicked will know torment. Revelation 20:14-
15says, “And death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death. And
whosoever was not written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.”

In Revelation 21:8 it says that the fear-
ful, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, and
so forth, will be the sinner’s companions for
eternity.

In Luke 16:19-31 we see that the sinner
willbehaunted by memory and remorse:

There was a certain rich man, which was
clothedin purpleand finelinen, and fared
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sumptuously every day: And there was a
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was
laid athis gate, full of sores, And desiring
tobe fed with the crumbs which fell from
the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs
came and licked hissores. And it came to
pass, that the beggar died, and was car-
ried by theangelsinto Abraham’sbosom:
the rich man also died, and was buried;
And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried
and said, Father Abraham, have mercy
onme,and send Lazarus, thathemay dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my
tongue; for Iam tormented in this flame.
But Abraham said, Son, remember that
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things:
but now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented. And beside all this, between
usand you thereisagreatgulffixed:so
that they which would pass from hence
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to you cannot; neither can they pass to
us, that would come from thence. Then
he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that
thou wouldest send him to my father’s
house: ForI have five brethren; that he
may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment. Abra-
ham saith unto him, They have Moses
and the prophets; let them hear them.
And hessaid, Nay, father Abraham: butif
one went unto them from the dead, they
willrepent. And hesaid untohim, If they
hearnotMosesand the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one rose
from the dead.

False Views
Wehavealotof things that we ought to

give attention to regarding false ideas about
thehereafter. One of themisuniversalism.It's
taughtin our world today, eveninthe townin
whichIlive. Thisis the view thateverybody will
be saved eventually —no one ends up in hell.
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There are many people who say that God is
too loving to exclude anyone from heaven,
butthatisnottrue.John3:18says, “He that
believeth on him isnot condemned; buthe
that believeth notis condemned already, be-
cause he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.”

Thereisalsoadoctrinecalled restoration-
ism. According to this view, youmay go to
hell for a time, for a temporary period, then
youwill getout. But this view isnot true ei-
ther. Hell is permanent!

Second probationismisanotherfalsedoc-
trine. This position says that you will have a
second chance to be saved. Somewhere in
eternity, between death and the resurrection,
you will have a second chance to repent and
be saved. But Hebrews 9:27 says, “Itis ap-
pointed unto men once to die, but after this
thejudgment.” Youshould putsomelittle cir-
cles around the key words there.
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Conclusion

Manisgiven the privilege of choosing his
own destiny, and you can be sure that his
present decisions will forever seal his destiny.
Every human being will make the decision
whether tolive with God orlive without God
for all eternity!
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Prayer of Salvation
LordJesusIconfessIamasinnerandIre-
pent of my sins (stop sinning and turn away from
my sins). Please forgive me. [accept you as my
Lord, Master and Savior.I thank you for taking
myjudgment of death formy sin debt, by being
nailed tothe crossand shedding yourblood for
the forgiveness of my sins. I thank you for giving
me your righteousness.
WithyourhelpIwillobeyyouallthedaysof
my life. I will confess you before mankind and will
notbe ashamed of you. Please change me by the
power of the Holy Spiritand give me your grace
and love for all people. Show me the plan you
have formylife and help me to fulfill it. Amen.

Sign your name

Be sure to (1) read your Bible daily, (2) Pray
daily, and (3) Attend a Bible-believing church
consistently.
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